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kept under the regular surveillance of Lie state officers such as Amildars',
Nawabs, Naibs, Quiliedars. The internal peace and the absence of consid-
erable external threat promoted economic growth and congenial circum-
stances were prevailing in the region for overseas trade on a large scale.
Therefore, European settlements were set up on the Coast paving way for a
fruitful interaction between the local chiefs and the officials of various
European companies trading with the East. The prominent Zamindary
houses in the region developed intimate friendship with the Europeans to
facilitate their personal trade. Costly gifts of ranties were exchanged
between them in mutual interest. These Zamindars and officials were also
procuring favourable audiences at the Court for the Europeans.

The prominent Zaniindaries on the Coast like Bobbili, Vizianagaram,
Peddapuram, Pittapuram, Xuzividu, were engaged in mutual bickerings and
their rivalries were more beneficial to the Qutb shahi rule since none of them
could over power others in order to carve out an independent kingdom on the
Coast.

n

The fall of Golkonda created a void in the political control of the
region from the hiiiter land as Aurangazeb had little time to consolidate the
Mughal rule in the Deccan Suba. His Subedar was also least interested in the
Deccan affairs because he always preferred staying in and around the Mughal
Court for the fear of court intrigues or for more favours from the Court. The
death of Aurangazeb in 1707 had further deteriorated the power and prestige
of the Mughal Emperor. Nizam-ul-Mulk, the Subedar of the Deccan, tried
his level best to grapple the situation and enjoy the unquestionable authority
in the court But he was disillusioned by the Syed brothers and found no
alternative to come and settle in the Deccan as Subedar. He founded the
Hyderabad State in 1724 and turned his attention to establish his authority
over the entire suba.
During the Mughal rule, the Zamindars enjoyed autonomy due to the
absence of any control from the Imperial authority. The Zamindars were
always kept in good humour through the titles of Rajahs and Bahadurs to
revive fheir loyalities to the ruling dynasty and the revenue collections were
made on the suggestions that the Subedar was planning to visit those parts for
a holiday which meant unbearable burden, on the Zamindars.